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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | stand before
you today to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of
VOICE-Buffalo, a faith-based community of
urban and suburban congregations throughout
the County of Erie that has more than exceed-
ed its mission to be the “Voice of the Voice-
less.”

In 1996 VOICE-Buffalo Clergy identified
congregation-based organization as the strat-
egy for breaking down the barriers that divide
neighborhoods, our city and region. Tirelessly
dedicated to creating a culture of responsibility
and accountability for what happens in our
community, VOICE-Buffalo continues to build
the capacity of people to act on their concerns
and to strengthen and connect institutions to
individuals.

Today, 55 interfaith and diverse congrega-
tions, unions and other community organiza-
tions that share common values, focus on
bringing local issues that profoundly impact
the lives of residents to the forefront. VOICE-
Buffalo members believe in the positive
progress that can be achieved through rallying
local leaders, congregations and the private
sector together to hold those in power ac-
countable for making decisions that are in the
best interest of the community.

For two decades, VOICE’'s mission has
taken root in those committed to the cause of
social and economic justice and whose train-
ing enhances engagement in the public life of
their congregations and communities. This
committed membership acts locally to connect
people, build public relationships, address
issues in their church neighborhoods and has
built a regional organization with the capacity
to address policies that impact individuals,
families and communities.

Committed to long term systemic change,
VOICE-Buffalo has achieved tangible and
transformative success with its push to in-
crease health and public safety with the devel-
opment of a city-wide uniform garbage tote
system, the implementation of Project Holy
Ground to strengthen congregations, engage
and connect people to the community and
bring stability to neighborhoods. In 2004,
VOICE-Buffalo called for targeted demolition
of unsafe properties that led to collaboration
with the city of Buffalo to develop a user
friendly manual on housing inspections and
procedures.

Recent successes have been made in pub-
lic transportation and in bringing methods of
Restorative Justice to Erie County. Voice
sponsorship has boosted training for more
than 50 “peace circle keepers” and the estab-
lishment of faith-based peace center “hubs.”

In March of this year, | had the privilege of
working with VOICE-Buffalo, NOAH (Niagara
Organizing Alliance for Hope) and its joint fed-
eration, Gamaliel WNY (Western New York) in
welcoming U.S. Labor Secretary Thomas
Perez back to his hometown of Buffalo, New
York. Secretary Perez accepted the invitation
extended by VOICE-Buffalo President Pastor
James Giles, NOAH President Rev. JoAnne
Scott and Paul Vukelic, CEO of Try-It Distrib-
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uting, for a public dialogue on workforce diver-
sity and training strategies.

Secretary Perez addressed a packed audi-
torium at Bennett High School outlining the
Federal Government’s plan to provide re-
sources to fill the existing gaps by connecting
people in need to the pipeline of opportunity
and employment. The challenge to develop in-
novative approaches has been embraced by
VOICE-Buffalo and its community partners
who continue to use their expertise to identify
the underlying issues that prevent hiring and
advocate for sustainability measures.

There is well-deserved national acclaim for
Buffalo’s renaissance but the true measure of
success will be when all residents are able to
participate in the rebuilding of Western New
York. VOICE-Buffalo has accepted that chal-
lenge and is leading the way to ensure that a
pathway to participation is in place and that it
is sustainable.

The process of creating positive social
change is never easy; it takes courage, faith,
patience and vision. And that is why | rise
today in the House of Representatives to ac-
knowledge with admiration and appreciation
the courage, faith, patience and vision of
VOICE-Buffalo. More than 400 others joined
together in the Golden Ballroom of Statler City
to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of VOICE-
Buffalo on June 2, 2016 and to give thanks for
the contributions of Father Harry Grace, Rev.
Will  Brown  (posthumously),  Marianne
Rathman, Murray Holman, Robert Spicer and
Amy Vossen Vukelic.

Thank you for this opportunity to congratu-
late VOICE-Buffalo for its accomplishments. |
would like to extend my best wishes for con-
tinued success. By standing together, we can
“be the people we’ve been waiting for” that
make a difference in our community and set
“Our Path to Power.”
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Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
along with Representative MIKE THOMPSON in
memory of our friend, Jimmy Smith, who
passed away on May 24, 2016, at the age of
67. A third generation Humboldt County na-
tive, Jimmy was woven into the fabric of Cali-
fornia’s North Coast as a commercial fisher-
man, avid outdoorsman, dedicated public serv-
ant, and community leader.

Born in Eureka on July 11, 1948, to James
L. Smith and Jean Withey, Jimmy graduated
from Eureka High in 1966. In 1972, Jimmy
bought a salmon and crab fishing boat, which
he operated out of Humboldt Bay for 30 years.
He became a respected and expert fisherman
known for his uncanny ability to locate salmon.
Jimmy was also a lifelong hunter with a pas-
sion for ducks and geese, especially black
brant.

During his time as a commercial fisherman,
Jimmy also volunteered and worked on nu-
merous fisheries and wildlife surveys through-
out the area with the U.S. Forest Service, U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service, National Marine Fish-
eries Service, California Department of Fish &
Game, California Waterfowl Association, and
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Humboldt Fish Action Council. He co-chaired
the Task Force for the Humboldt Bay Manage-
ment Plan, served as the fishing industry rep-
resentative to the Klamath River Basin Fish-
eries Technical Work Group, and was ap-
pointed by Interior Secretary Babbit to the
Trinity Task Force.

In 1995, Jimmy was elected to the Hum-
boldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conserva-
tion District and served until 2000, where he
worked with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
to deepen Humboldt Bay to improve safety
and accommodate deep-draft ships. Jimmy
was then elected to the Humboldt County
Board of Supervisors in 2000, a position he
served in for 12 years. His achievements,
which he always credited to those he worked
with, are too many to record. Among them
were working tirelessly to clean up the South
Spit of Humboldt Bay—now the Mike Thomp-
son Wildlife Area; helping broker agreements
meant to tear out the Klamath River's fish-
blocking dams; and efforts to improve flows on
the Eel River and protect fisheries on the
Klamath, Trinity and Eel rivers. During his
term as supervisor, Jimmy was a primary vi-
sionary and co-founder of the seven-county
North Coast Integrated Regional Water Man-
agement Plan (now the North Coast Resource
Partnership) and the Five-Counties Salmonid
Conservation Program.

Jimmy was named National Fisherman
Magazine Highliner of the Year in 1983 and
received numerous other recognitions, includ-
ing the John Pelnar Commercial Fisherman
Award in 1984 and awards from the U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service, California Waterfowl Asso-
ciation, U.S. Coast Guard, Eureka Chamber of
Commerce, Elks Club, and the Humboldt
County League of Women Voters. He was a
member and the chair of the Commercial
Salmon Trollers Advisory Committee and Cali-
fornia Salmon Stamp Committee.

Jimmy Smith was a champion of the North
Coast and the conservation of its natural re-
sources. He had a profound impact on so
many people, often serving as a valued friend,
partner, and mentor. He quietly led by exam-
ple and earned his reputation as a true gen-
tleman known for creating partnerships, re-
sponsive leadership, treating everyone with re-
spect, generosity of spirit, kindness, and integ-
rity. Those who knew him best appreciated his
witty sense of humor and love for teasing
those he liked.

Jimmy is survived by his soul mate and wife
of more than 40 years, Jacque; his son Gary;
his granddaughters Shawni Chrislock and her
husband Kohl, and McKayla Smith; his sisters
Laurie Smith and Marnie Carr; and nieces,
nephews and cousins. He also leaves behind
many friends who loved him and will miss him
dearly.

Few are as beloved and widely respected
as Jimmy Smith, who made such a difference
in the lives of so many and in his community.
We both considered him a friend and relied on
him for his wise counsel, as did our staffs and
our colleagues in state and local government.
Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that we honor Jimmy
today for his decades of commitment to the
North Coast, and we express our deepest ap-
preciation for his friendship and service. His
presence will be sorely missed and his legacy
not soon forgotten.
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